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TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED)
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 2023

Former Whitewebbs Park Golf Course Whitewebbs Road Enfield EN2

Change of use of former golf course (Use Class F2) to provide a football training centre (Sui
Generis) and parkland (Use Class F2), comprising of football pitches and associated
infrastructure; change of use, modification and extension of the existing Northern Clubhouse
building to provide football training centre and associated uses (Sui Generis); restoration and
enhancement of parkland landscape, including new footpaths; reinstatement of historic
carriageway in Whitewebbs Wood; modifications of existing Southern Clubhouse to form a
replacement cafe and public toilets, alongside a part change of use to include a flexible
community space (Use Class F1/F2/Class E); demolition of existing grounds maintenance
building and construction of replacement grounds maintenance building; construction of
gatehouse; hard and soft landscaping works to include land reprofiling; new vehicular and
pedestrian access, including formation of a link to land to the east, and modifications to existing
vehicular and pedestrian access and parking; restoration of Whitewebbs Pond; and associated
works

Recommend Pre-Determination Archaeological Assessment/Evaluation

Thank you for your consultation received on 18 April 2024.

The Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) give advice on archaeology and
planning. Our advice follows the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the GLAAS
Charter.



Assessment of Significance and Impact

The planning application lies in an area of archaeological interest (Archaeological Priority
Area) identified in the Local Plan: [77315] Whitewebbs Hill, Bulls Cross and Forty Hill

This is a large-scale development on greenfield land within an Archaeological Priority Area
and close to Forty Hall Tudor Palace scheduled monument. Our concerns relate to both
impact on archaeological remains and historic landscape. We would therefore expect

a planning application to be supported not just by an archaeological desk-based assessment
as suggested in this submission but also by a thorough understanding of the historic
landscape and a field evaluation.

GLAAS's 'risk model' establishes that large-scale development in such a location has a
generally high risk of harm to heritage assets of archaeological interest, many of which
remain to be discovered by survey and field evaluation. In the absence of such evaluation, or
indeed any previous archaeological study of the land in question, it is only possible to
conclude that there is insufficient information to make an informed judgment of the harm
likely to be caused.

The proposals include the creation of high-quality football pitches and related works for the
training ground which will require extensive earthmoving with little scope for preservation of
archaeological remains or historic landscape features. The nature of works in the landscape
around the training ground is unclear but could involve landscaping or tree-planting that
could harm archaeological remains.

The development could also provide positive opportunities for historic landscape restoration
with related public access and interpretation which should be explored prior to application.

Planning Policies
NPPF Section 16 and the London Plan (2021 Policy HC1) recognise the positive contribution

of heritage assets of all kinds and make the conservation of archaeological interest a material
planning consideration. NPPF paragraph 200 says applicants should provide an
archaeological assessment if their development could affect a heritage asset of
archaeological interest. A field evaluation may also be necessary.

NPPF paragraphs 205 - 208 place great weight on conserving designated heritage assets,
including non-designated heritage assets with an archaeological interest equivalent to
scheduled monuments. Non- designated heritage assets may also merit conservation
depending upon their significance and the harm caused (NPPF paragraph 209). Conservation
can mean design changes to preserve remains where they are.
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Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.











